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Welcome to the latest edition of the Parish Pen, the independent newsletter of your Parish Council.  We were delighted to 
have four applicants for the vacancy, which arose on the Council following the resignation of Rob Hull.  It was 
unfortunate that we could not take all four on board as we felt they would have all contributed in different ways.  We 
would like to thank Rob for his work on the Council.  Unfortunately the demands of a young famil y and work had meant 
that he felt he could not fully contribute and he chose to step aside and let someone else get involved.  Council elected 
Jodi Smith to fill the vacancy.  Having just finished her university studies, Jodi has just returned to the village and should 
be able to reflect the interests and concerns of a generation that most Councill ors have long left behind. 
 
Those applicants who were not successful will not be forgotten and should other opportunities arise we will, hopefully, be 
able to bring them on board.  New blood brings new ideas, which is always a plus. 
 Roy Denney, Chairman 
 
 

Secur ity 
The security cameras around Park House have been 
upgraded and, with the financial support of Blaby 
District Council, most of Ellis Park, the Memorial Hall 
and its car park and the roof of the local school are now 
covered. Lighting in these areas has also been improved. 
 
These cameras can see in the dark and can read the 
number plates of any vehicle entering the car park.  
Several of the cameras are capable of tracking people 
and/or events. 
 
We have a record of all activity in these areas, of 
suff icient quality to be admissible as evidence in court 
and the recordings have already been used to assist in 
the recovery of the cost of the clean-up process 
following the placing of graff iti on some of the play 
equipment on Ellis Park. 
 
The capital cost to the Parish Council is actually less 
than we spend each and every year making good after 
vandalism. 
 
Vil lage enhancement 

The Gardens 
competition has 
been well 
supported over 
recent years and 
your Parish 
Council continues 
to promote this 
event.  We do not, 
however, claim to 

be experts in this field and thank the Glenfield 
Gardeners’ Association for their assistance in judging 
this event. 
 
The Garden Competition categories remain the same, 
with trophies provided by the Parish Council, and 

awards were made 
at the Glenfield 
Gardeners’ Annual 
Show. 
 
Congratulations to 
the winners who 
were: 
Best Front Garden – 
Mr & Mrs Lennell,  
 
Best Small Floral Display – Mr & Mrs Blakesley,  
 
Best Show Garden – Mr & Mrs Woodroffe,  
 

Most Colourful 
Business Frontage 
– The Gynsills 
Restaurant. 
 
The Square is 
looking better 
since the new 
shrub plantings 
started flowering 
this year and wil l 

be even better next year as the shrubs mature.  The 
Parish Council has started cutting the grass on the 
islands and they are now a lot tidier. 
 
We have made overtures to try to have ornamental, 
small trees planted in the green areas around the 
Dominion Crossroads to improve the aspect, but our 
plans have been knocked back by an agreement to the 
erection of a mobile phone mast in this area. 
 
The planning group of the Parish Council had strongly 
opposed the application, as had local residents, but the 
applicant reduced the height of the mast to just below 
the level where planning consent was needed. 



We had been very forthright in our objection and, 
hopefully, our comments at least went some way 
towards the applicants designing a less obtrusive tower 
than their first attempt. 
 
To quote from our official response “..we consider that 
the imposition of such a monstrosity would be an 
outrageous assault on the visual amenity of this area and 
be totall y out of keeping with the street scene”. 
 
Keeping Glenfield Tidy 
The Parish Council continues to pay for additional street 
cleaning and members regularly walks all footpaths 
reporting any obstructions. Volunteers still clear 
Rothley Brook on a regular basis.  We would like to 
think this should be unnecessary but it is down to the 
residents to take all litter home or place it in the bins 
provided. 
 
We still see too many cases of fly-tipping and dog 
fouling but fines are now being imposed. The use of 
fixed and temporary surveillance cameras is helping 
with this. 
 
Roads, Transpor t and Traff ic 
Following the threat of the loss of even more of our 
already very limited bus services we spoke to the bus 
company and issued a press release trying to influence 
the decision, but to no avail. 
 
Instead of providing services that are requested by 
residents there is a strong impression that the bus 
companies put on services that very few want and then 
use the poor take up figures as justification for their 
earlier decisions that there was no demand. 
 
Rather than considering ploughing monies into 
expensive schemes li ke park and ride perhaps the higher 
authorities should consider a subsidy to provide useful 
bus links which would keep many Glenfield cars off the 
roads and help reduce congestion.  Residents do not 
need to park but would like to ride.  The bus company 
suggests that the routes are not economic but if a 
subsidy actually allowed a trial period of routes 
suggested by the locals they may learn differently. 
 
Following the decision on the proposed park and ride, 
which was refused in its proposed form, the supporters 
of the scheme are looking at alternative arrangements 
but it now seems very unlikely that they will impact on 
our own plans to try and obtain more leisure land.  It 
does mean we could bring the blighted part of our old 
sports fields back into some form of recreational use. 
 
We are soliciting the help of our MP and the County and 
District Councils to see what assistance might be 
forthcoming and they are all being supportive.  There is 
a long way to go but we are exploring numerous 
possibilities involving various potential partners.  
 
 

The Glenfield Society 
This new body is up and running and starting to put 
some shape to its activities and affairs. 
 
If you are interested in the local environment, in wildlife 
in general or in our natural and/or manmade heritage, 
why not contact them and see whether you want to get 
involved.  They meet every second Wednesday of the 
month at Park House, starting at 7:30 pm. 
 
Community and fun events are organised and a village 
walk along the Ivanhoe Trail, between Glenfield and the 
outskirts of Ratby, provided information on the 
abounding flora and fauna. 
 

Ellis Park Play 
Area 
New paths have been 
laid through the Ellis 
Park play area and 
some safety surfaces 
have been upgraded.  
An additional piece of 
play equipment has 
also been install ed. 

 
 
Not Wanted !!  
Graff iti has once again 
appeared, supposedly to 
commemorate Stephan 
Pakeerah, who was 
tragically murdered.  
Stephan's father, 
Patrick Pakeerah, on 
hearing of the damage, 
said “ I do not appreciate 
the destruction of Ell is Park in Stephan's name.  

Stephan used the park 
on a regular basis and 
enjoyed his time there.  
I do not want him 
associated with this type 
of vandalism or him to 
be remembered in this 
way.  We are still trying 
to install a bench.”  

 
Those responsible should be aware that they are causing 
Stephan's family great stress and anxiety.  These acts 
are not in any way seen as showing respect for Stephan 
or his family but are seen as gratuitous damage.  The 
Parish Council encourages those responsible to stop the 
damage and forward their apologies to Mr Pakeerah. 


